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Preached in the Audience of His Honour 


SPENCER PHI PS, Eſq; 


Lieutenant Governour andCommander inChicf, 


The HonourABLE His Majeſty's 
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thou compaſs him as with a Shield. _ 
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J | In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
! May {ang e 

O Rabred, That the Repreſentatives 
of the Town of Boſſon, be directed 

| to give the Thanks of this Houſe, to | 
the Rev. WILLIAM WELSTEED; for Re 
his Sermon preached the 29 Inſtant, 

before the General Court, being the 
Anniverſary for the Election of Coun- 
ccellors; and deſire a Copy thereof 

0 -- or the Preſs. 


Atteſt. 


- As 


io net — — 


8 
— — — — 


* * 


3 4 : 
— 43 — — 
—U—U— — A 


Roland Colton, cler. Dom. Rep. 


 Eledtion 8 E. R M O N. 


| 209900000100092000000956 / 


PSALM XLII. 9. 


: The Princes of the People i are ga- - 
 thered together,even thePeople 
for. 


of theGod of Abraham : 


the Shields of the Earth belong | 


unto God : He 15 greatly exalted, 


. he Shields of theBarth belong . 


unto God. -- — 
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ment of Magiſtracy, or civil Government, 
in this our revolted World. 


8E infinite Wiſdom mY im- 


not more illuſtriouily and 
admirably diſplayed, in any | 
one Inſtance, perhaps, a 
temporal Nature, than in the Appoint- 


This 


M,tt. 28. 
18. 


Rev. 19. 


1 


Pſal. 68. 
18. 
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T his Bleſſing i is the Purchaſe of the 
Redeemer's Blood, as all our other Bleſ- 
ſings, temporal and ſpiritual are; they 
come to us thro' theMediationof Chriſt : 
| Without this, all Nature would be diſ- 
folved, and the World ſoon relapſe into 
its old Chaos, or primitive N othing. ” 8 
Power in Heaven andEarthwas given to 
Him, as a Reward for his Obedience and 
Sufferings: He hath on his Vefture and 
on his Thigh a Name written, KINO or 
| Kines, AND LoRD oF Lonps. 5 

This! is one of thoſe Gifts which when 
be aſcended on high, Hereceived for Men, 

a, for the Rebellious, that the Lord God 


2011 dwell among them. Towhich great 


Event, the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, thisPfalm 


refers : Inwhich allExpoſitors agree, tho 


there is a Diverſity of Sentiments among 
them, as to the Occaſion of the Palm; 
which I ſhall not take up your Time to 


recite, Neither ſhall I trouble you with 


the various readings of this laſt Verſe. 


If we confiderthe Words in their Con- 
nection with the Context; we ſhall find, 


that we are called upon to adore & praiſe . 


God, a8 Ling of all the Earth, fitting on 
the 


—_— 
— -- Re” _ 
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the Throne of hisHolineſs, attended and 
honour'd by the Princes of the People: 
The Princes of the People are gathered 
together; i. e. as good Writers on thePlace 
ſay, There was a Convention of thestates 
of Iſrael; theHeadsof their ſeveral Tribes 
were now aſſembled ; firſt for the So- 
lemnities of Worſhip, and then to diſ- 
patch the public Buſineſs of the Nation. 
The People of the God of Abraham: 
Obſerve, Tis not ſaid, the People of Mb 
braham, leſt it ſhould be appropriated to 
the Iſraelites, or natural Seed of Abra- 
ham ; but 'tis, the People of the God of 
5 Abraham; intending all People wo 
worſhip the God of Abraham, whether 
Jeus or Gentiles, the ſpiritual Seed of 
Abraham, who are taken into his Cove- 
nant, that the Bleſſing of Abraham might g, ..,. 
come on the Gentiles thro" Feſus Chriſt. 
The next Words contain the Reaſon 
of this Conduct in the Princes of the 
People; For the & hields of the Earth be- paricu 


lung unto God. By Shields we are to un- ra ag 5 
derſtand the Princes and Rulers of the 28 by 
World, who with oreat Propriety & Fit- nal He- 


E rew, as in | 
neſs are called Shields here & elſewhere. theMargi- — - 


nal read- 


Becauſe ; mg there, 


2 Tim. 3. 


moved to come and pay him their pub- 
lick Honours and Homage, in his Taber- 


Becauſe by their Office they are, or ſnould 


be the common Parents and Protectors 


of all their People, to defend them from 
Oppreſſion and all Injuries. As ſuch, i.e.. 
Shields of the Earth, ſays the Text, they 
HBelong unto God They are his Property, 
at his Diſpoſal, and ſubject to his Domi- 
nion, both as to their Hearts, and in their 


elevated Stations: By which they are 


nacle or Temple, as he is the only abſo- 


lute Monarch 24 univerſal King of Hea- 
ven and Earth, the ſupreme Moderator 


5 & all Events. 


When they are "Row ed to his | 


Honour, and their Power employed in 


his Service, then he is greatly exalted : By 
this Means God is greatly glorified, and: 
declared to be far above all the Princes on. 
Barth; yea, above all that arecalledGods. 
The Verſe thus deſcanted on, offers to 
our Thot's, ſeveral Notes or important 
Truths that might be profitable for 
Dokitrine, & our Inſtruction inRighteouſ-. 
nee; but the particular Conſideration of 


5 them would carry us beyond the Bounds 


of a ſingleDiſcourſe. — Where. 
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RA Improvement, agreable to the Occa- 
ſion before us, I muſt very much confine 
my ſelf to the Reaſon given for this wiſe 

and pious Conduct in the Rulers of the 

g People of the God of Abraham ; which 

is, Becauſe the ey * 5 Earth 5 

long. unto God. 5 
Undlerſtandin ng. theMctapho or as ack ove, 
to intend. the Rulers of the World, ſu- 
preme and ſubordinate, the Words point 
out to us both the Dignity and the Duty 

of the civil Magiſtrate : Their Dignity, 
in that they belong to God, in every ſup- 

poſeable Reſpect; cheir Duty, in that they 


are to be Shields of the Earth ; at leaſt, 
of that Part of it, where God has aſl 4 


them their Station. 


Theſe two Heads will ke up PO On 


whale of our Time; and I ſhall endea- 


vour from them to lay before you ſome 


Tho its, not altogether foreign to the In- 


tention of our being 3 in the Houle of the 
Lord this Day. 


I. The Shichts of 'the Earth; or cit 


Magiſtrates, belong to God ; this is their 


ad and Honour : They belong to 
B God 


ver. 4, 5. 


God in every Conſtruction the Words are 


capable of, their Perſons and their Office 
bebe to God. They belong toGod, as 


. they are Parts of the Creation of God, in b 


common with thereſt of the Works which 
„ Heavy created and made. 
ES: 103. 

ver. 3. 


It is he hat hath made us, and not we 
our ſelves, therefore we are his People &c. 


And it follows, Enter into his Gateswith 


Thankſgi toing, and into his Courts with. 
Praiſe ; be thankful unto him, amd bl eſs 


 his\Vame. For the Lord is good, his Mercy, 


is, Everlaſting ; and his Truth. endureth 
to all Generations.; which juſtifies the 


ous Practice of the Princes in my Text. 
But thenthey belong toGod, coſider d 
in dtheir Office, as Magiſtracy is the Inſti- 


tution of God; or, civil Government is 
of divine Original. That ſome bear Rule 
over others, is certainly of God: TheGod 


of Iſrael has ſaid it; * Rock of Lrael 


has determined i it: 7 has fixed on this 
Method to mana ge his ſupreme Govern- 


ment of the moral World, as to the ex- 
rare Part of it: He will governMen by 


8 Heaven, for. hg and i it comes to us s wich 


Men. This, I lay, 1 is the Order ſetled in 


che 
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che moſt evident Stamp of Divinity upon 
it. This is a Truth plac'd in fo ſtronga 
Point of Light! in the lively Oracles of 
God, that it is ſurprizing, that it ſhould | 
ever be denied & oppoſed, or ſo much as 
doubted of, by any that read and own the 
Bible as a Wipe Reyelation: Nor has it 
been but by ſome few wild Sectaries, in 
ſeveral Parts and Ages of the World, who 
were agitated and carried away by ſome 
enthuſiaſtick Heat; or, by ſome profli- 
gate abandon'd Mortals, loft to all the 

leading, ingenuous Principles of humane 
Nature. 
But that civil Government i is of ine 
Authority, or ordained by God, is ſuffi- prov 8. 

ciently clear from ſuch Texts, as; By ine 5 16. 
Kings reign, and Princes Aer, Jahre. 

By me Princes rule, and Mobles, even all 

obs Judges the Earth. By me, i. e. Wiſ- 
: dom,or the gloriousGod our Saviour, who 1 

is the Wiſdom of God. Let every Soul | 4 
be ſubj ec to the higher Powers : : Fir there begin. 25 

16 u Power but of God : the Powers that 
be,areordained of God. WW, Boe ver there- 
fore refifteth the Power, refifteth theOrdi- 
ance £4 God. Submit: Hour ſelves to every 15155 = 

| 5 Orai- 
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Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake: 2 
whether it be to the King, as ſupreme ; of 
unto Governours, as unto them that are 


ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of * coil 
Doers, and for the. Praiſe. of - them that 


do well. For jo is the Will of o 
This is alſo the Voice of Reaſon, as well 


as Revelation : The unaſſiſted Light of 


Nature dictates the fame, as may be col- 
lected from the univerſal Practice of Na- 


Lib. 
4 PER 


tions, even the moſt barbarous, who have 
ever form'd themſelves into ſome Sort of 


Polity. and Government, as neceſſary for 


their Well-being and Safety. 


Here let me mind go that we ſee the 


3 Forks of the Laws o natural Reaſon in | 
tis Caſe, in thoſe remarkable Words of 
the cel ebrated Roman Orator& Stateſman 


Cicero. Nothing is fo fitted to theLaws 


and Condition of N ature, as Government; 


without which, it is impoſſible that Fa- 
milies or Cities, or Nations ſhould ſubſiſt, 
yea, that the Race of Mankind, or the 
Nature. of Thin gs, Or, even the World it 
, ſhould be u held,” Thus he. N 
Anarchy is Kd moſt dreadfulState 8 
can be imagined 3 for geen: eve 


af OY Man 1s 
2 . 
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A Slave, becauſe every, Man 1 is a M ſte 
or may be ſo in his Turn. 
By all this, I would notbe e Tg 1 to 
mean, that anyparticular Form orSpecies of 
civil Government that has obtain d inthe 
World, is of divine Inſtitution. No, this 
is left to the Wiſdom of every Nation or 
People, to determine for themſelves ; and 
therefore muſt; be various, according co 
the differingGenius, Temper & a 
Scituation, Policies and Intereſts of every 
Country or Common-Wealth. So that, 
provided they make Choice of that Form 
which they appreh end moſt adapted to 
the Ends of Government among them, it 
is a Matter of Indifference, and no where 
preſcribed by God, whether;the fupreme 
Legiſlative Power be lodged e ee 
of one Man, or of a few, or of many.— 
How: elſe i is it to be accounted for, that 
the glorious God, whole is the. K ing dam, 
and who is the Gooerniur among theNa- 
bious, has permitted ſo many. Alterations 
in their Form, perhaps in every Nation? 
Jo be ſure; among the Jews, his favou- 
rite People of old, and even in our own 
Nation; as the Eig. 0 Ellas abun- 
"AN teſtifies. wo All 


10 


An Elan $6 80 8. 
All this notwithſtanding, civil Govern- 


ment, abſtractly conſidered and not as to 

any particular Formof it, carries with it the 

: plaineſtSignature orlmpreſs of divineAu- 
thority, and is properly derived fromGod. 


It isa Ray of the Majeſty of God, a Por- 


tion of his Government : And in the 
whole of it is the Reſult of infinite Wi. 
dom and Goodneſs of God our Saviour; 
the ſupreme Lord of the Univerſe, and of 


Man in particular. For every Man'that 


ſeriouſſy reflects on that State of Things 
in the World, and/how much ſtronger 


Influence Men's Paſſions have over them 
than their Reaſon, will ſoon be convin- 


ced of this, and - fo of the Neceſſity of 


Sovernment, to che Peace & e 
ol the World. 


We may ſee by 185 Im piety dn Un 


righteouſneſs, &univerſal Wiekkedneſs that 
appears every Day in Defiance of Laws 
and Puniſh 
be, if theſe Reftraints' were taken off, 
abs Will and Pleaſure were the GleBrin. ; 
: ciple of every one's Actions. Tisof hap- 


ent; what Mankind would” 


py and wife Deſign therefore, that God 
has appointed . Tyne in the 


= "World, 5 


—_——. 
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0 World, for the Support, Eftabliſhraent, 
and Comfort of humane Society. 


Again, The Shields of the Earth, © or 


civil Magiſtrates belong to God, as he gives 

every particular Magiſtrate kisCommilli- f 

on, &putshim intoOffice, whether ſupreme 
or 3 Rulers: Notbyanimmedi- 


ate particular Deſignation, or explicitNo- 


mination of them perſonally, as in the Caſe 
of Saul, David, & Solomon &c. but me- 
diately, by the Hands or Voices of Men. 


In hs a Monarchy of the World, 


God is the Fountain of all Power & Do- 


minion, from whom all Authority and 
RNeightof Government deſcends uponPrin- 


ces and Governours, and all ſubordinate 


— Magiſtrates : but then the Derivation of - 
this Authority from him, is, accordingto : 
the particular Form or Conſtitution of 


Government, in everyState orK 


ingdom : A 
In this Way entruſting whom he pleaſes 
with the Adminiſtration, in its ſeveral 


11 


Degrees and Orders. And whatever the 


onſtitution is, I believe, upon a full, im- 
| partial Examination of the Point, it will 


Ri Right and Title to Power andRule over 


that all Right, to be ure the beſt 


. even that dicks is founded loi 
queſt, muſt fina y be refolved- into Com- 
pact, Conſent and Apreemetr ; ke the 
Choice and Election of the C6 mmunity, 
or in other Words, of the People. And 
this is effected by the ſpecial Interpoſition 
of Providence. The glorious Sonof God 
himſelf, by bis ſecret Influence ton ſecond 
Cauſes, particularly the Hearts of Men, 
turning their Inclinations, and putting a 
Buyaſs on them as he pleaſes, and . 
marvellouſſy changing their Purpoſes, 
whether they perceive it or not. 
Thus doth he conduct Men to Seats 
of Di gnity, Power & Truſt; ſo that ach ; 
may well be ſaid 20 belong to God. 
May I not add here, that for the FY ove 
Reaſons i it is, that there is a Sort of In- 
ſtinct, I may call it, a certain Awe or re- 
85 vercatial Regard to Authority, in the 


— Powers that be, in all Men; ſo that even ; 
when it is in thePower of theirHands w 


help thernſelves and ſhake off the Yoke, 


they are reſtrained by the ſame Aide 1 

fluence, conſent and are ea ſy under the 
moſt. My and EUs + Govern- N 

: ment. e a 
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Under this Head, Imight alſo ſay, they 
l to God, as all their Qualifications 
and Furniture for the public Service he 
calls them to, are from Him, (their Gifts, 
Parts and Accompliſhments, natural or 
acquired; in ſpecial, a Spirit of Govern- 
ment) who is the Farher of Lights, and 
God of all Grace, the Giver of every good = 
and perfect Gift. In the Hearts of all 
that are wiſe-hearted, he putterhIWiſdom. 8 
Both Wiſdom and Might are his, Counſel 
and found Wi dom; He is Fader Rand- 
ing & Strength ; By Him Kings e, 
2 Princes decree Juſtice. 
In a Word, as he puts them into Office, 5 
fo he preſerves and upholds them in it ſo 
long as he ſees fit; owns & bleſſes them, 
or not; and then gives them a Diſ- 
| charge to make Room for others, juſt as 8 | 
he pleaſes. Promotion cometh neither pa. „. 
from the Eaft, nor from the Weſt, nor * 7 de. 
from the South ; but God is the Fudge, 
be putteth doon one, and Ln 15 an- 
ther. 
Once more, they dale g 70 God in a 
peculiar Manner, when they are Men of 
real Regions ſincerely devoted to the 
2 C 


Honour 


1 e — !... er tee Dae rage 1 7 en Fa 2 
— 2 > <4 * = —_ 


14 An Election SERMON. 


Honour of God, and their Power 1s em- 
ployed in his ee When they have 
brought themſelves under a ſolemn Con- 
ſecration toGad, by a profeſſedSubjeftion | 
to the Goſpel of hilt: &c after ſuch a ſe- 
rious,cordial & entire Surrender of them- 
ſelves to Him, tis their conſtant, upright 
Endeavour that all they are, all they have, 
and all they can do; their Time and Ta- 
lents, particularly y their Influence or Au- 
| thority over others, may be employed for 
his Glory, and the good of Mankind, 
and cſpaciel the Araber ahieCom- 
munity they have the Care of, committed 
to them by God the ſovereign Lord and 
he e of all. Which brings me to fay, 
_ Laſtly, they belong : Z0 Gel, as they are 


accountable to Him. Every one of us 


ws 1 115 give Aacouaut of himſelf 70 Goll. And 


all Rulers, as well Civil as Eccleſiaſtical, 


are to Watch for their People's Good, 4 


 thoje that muſt give an Account. They 5 
are God's Miniſters or Servants for this 
very Purpoſe; and all Servants are reſpon- 


ble unto their Maſters, to whom they 


2 Cora z. belong. Hor ae muſt. hg appear before 


10, 


Be: e . Wee J; that every 


one, 
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one, Rulers and ruled; y receive accor- 
ding to that be hath 1 whether it. 40 0 


good or bad. 


| Head. 


II. The Duc f Mhe 2 1 7 5 
"Tis an acknowledg d and approved 
i ſafer for. mortal 
Men, hs bear; 0 their. Duty, than of ” 
their Honour. The Duty 45 Buſineſs 


Maxim; That it is 


then of Princes and Magiſtrates on 


Earth, is iritimated or contain'd in 11 5 

Term here made uſe of, the Appellation : 

given them by the Holy. Ghoſt in the. 
Text, i. e. $hyelds of the Earth: A Me- 
taphor this very pertinent, full & empha- 


5 tical, and involves in it the whole gf that 


Duty which is incumbent on thoſe who 

are clothed with: Civil Authority among 

Men, as relative to the People under oy 5 
Care and Government. Which will be 
abundantly evident, if we conkder & the . 


| Nature od Uſe of Shields 
Hlere; without enumerating all 


Particulars which a fertile Imag ination « 


might ſuggeſt, and to avoid raining the 


Metaphor I ſhall oply fig , that 1205 eld 
C2 N 


This reminds us of our. ſecond general 


16 


Shield. 
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is a military Inſtrument, or martial Wea- 


pon; a Piece; and that a main Piece of 


the defenfive Armour, which was much 


uſed in all Wars of old; tho' T'think it is 


not known in the modern Tacticks, to be 


ſure out of Uſe with the Politer Nations 15 
of Europe. Fo 


*Tis ſaid, there is Ginethirix aner to 
it, made Uſe of by that wild, uncultivated 
People, the Highlariders,who inhabit the 


Highlands and Iſles of  Vorth-Britam. 
In the Account given the Publick of that 
memorable and glorious Action at Cullo- 
den, 1 remember mention is made of it, 
and a particular Remark upon the Skill 
and Dexterity of the Royal GENERAL 
and the Officers under him, (to prevent 
the Deſign of it,) who directed the Bat- 
le, on that important deciſive Day, 
when the Fate of the Nation was deter- 


mined, as to Liberty or Slavery, by Him 


who oth according to the Counſel of his 
Will in the Armies of H. eaven,& among 
ide Inbubitamts of the Earth. Therebreak 
he the Arrows of the Bow, the Shield, the 
Sword, and the Battle,” Of! Ly ove! 0 


in rbe Le, 10 
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c But the Uſeand Deſign. of a Shield was 
8 to to protect and defend the Body, not one 
part of the Body only, but every Part; 
© and not the Body only, but the whole Ar- 
© mour alſo that a Man hath, being large 
and broad enough for that Pogo, {o 


© that a ſkilfulHand could turnit thisWay 


© or that, according as he ſaw a Blow or . 


Arrow directed againſt him. 


S8o that tis caſy to diſcern the Fitneſs . 
and Propriety of the Alluſion, to denote 


theOffice& Duty of a {kiltul Ma ſtrate; 5 
even to protect and defend og People 


under his Care, from all the Evils they 


are expos d to and in Danger c of; and ſo 

to ſecure to them all the poſitive Good, | 
that is neceſſary for the publick Happi- 

neſs, their Proſperity and Eſtabliſhment. 

It cannot be ſuppos' d that Men are 


taken out from among, and raiſed byGod 


to Seats of Eminence and Superiority. a- 
bove, their Brethren, to govern merely ac- 
cording to their own Will and Humours, 

and to play the Wanton with the Lives, 


_ Liberties & Eſtates of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures: * noMeans; they are called. to a 
: ious Taſk ; not to live 


1 * 2 . \ ow, 


Gy 
* 3 
— i 
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if Falſe and Delicacy, but to "watch Day 


and Night for the Good of the Society 


they Lon the Charge of ; ſtudiouſly in- 


forming themſelves of the Laws of Na- 


ture & Nations, and the State of the World 
in general; and making themſelves ac- 


quainted with the fundamental Intereſts 
of their own Country i in particular, their 


Scituation and Circumſtances, with Reſ- 


pea to their Neighbours &c. that they 


may be the more MENG of Saving: their 


People. = 8 


'T hey. & are to nul by al bop 5 


3 rsd to promote the Honour & Intereſt 
of true Religion, 


to the ſacred Rights of Conſcience: Tho 
tis not the Part of a Chriſtian Ma giſtrate 


with a tender Re: ard 


to compile Articles of Faith, or 4 pro- 


much leſs to cram 


them down the Oonſciences of Men, by 


. what are. called civil Coercions : Nor does 
Wb appertain i 70 them to burn Incenſe, or 
to invade Any « othier Parts of the miniſte- 
rial Fun 
are certainly obliged to do all they can 


Hon ; yet as Chriſtians, they 


for'the Honour of God and Religion iii 
the World; "and it their — cloathed . 
fl... with | 


A — REIT: " nn BBs. N * mm 2» — 


wich «ihr gives dais any. more 
Power, as undoubtedly it often does, to 


advance theſe great Wk wort hy Ends, it 


is incumbent on them to do it, by all the 
Rules of Reaſon and Chriſtianity ; : . that 


the Maker, Governour and Judge of the 
World, be publickly owned & worſhip- 
ped by all, ia ſome Way or other; that 


the great Truths and Duties of natural 


and revealed Religion, be not trampled 


on by any ; that the high Honours that 
are due to the great Saviour of the World 


bereligiouſly maintained; nor ſhould they 
ſuffer the bleſſed 8 pirit 4 all Grace and 


Truthtobe te e e le if they car 


prevent it. And a People thus es 
and practiſing real Religion, they are to 
protect and defend; and to oppoſe every 


Thing that has an apparent Tendeney to 


| ſubvert theſe Things; and ſo to ſecure 
themſelves and chen People from the De- 


vaſtations of Infidelity, Error & Profane- 


neſs.— This has always been the Practice 


of wiſe, pious, and reforming Princes, in 
all Ages; as app from Filer, , ſa- 


cred and profane. 
It 


1 
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I t belongs to Magiſtrates, as Shields, to 
Sri good and wholeſome Laws for 


their People; ſuch as are agreable to and 
founded on the Word and Laws of God, 
the trueſt Standard ; and then to take | 
effectual Care, that the Laws be duly ex- 
eeuted: and ſüch Execution temper'd 
with all the Lenity and Goodneſs, that 
n conſiſt with the publick Safety. _ 
They are SHields to defend and protect 
their People againſt the diſmal Effect of 
outward Violence, or the Deſigns and 
Attempts of their Enemies from Abroad; 
and from the more direful Conſequences of 
inteſtine Diviſions, Broils & Animoſities : 
To provide them with ſuch Things as are 
neceſſary for the Relief of their Wants; 
by encouraging uſeful Learning and Arts, 
Trade, Huſbandry, and all profitable Ma- 
nufactures; Induſtry, Frugality, Honeſty, — 
&. In ſhort, to encourage, and pro- 
mote to Plices of Honour & Truſt un- 
der them in the State, Men of Merit and 
Probity; by whom they will bemoſtlike- 
y to attain the great End of Society, the 
Honour of God, and the Good of thoſe 
to whom wha are deported NY bields,under 
God, 


* 
be 


% e K A N. 
God, to protect, defend and fave chem; 3 


| others, like  Walhriich, (as, th y Ar ; 
in the ſacre Pages, You. their Watch- 
Tower, to look round about on every 
Side, to ſee and eſpy out Dangers at a 
"Diſtance, and accordingly ſeaſonably to 
provide for their Defence, againſt every 
hing that threatens their civil or religi- 
ous Rights: To Evidence ſuch a ſincere 
Concern for their People's univerſal Safe- 
ty, Welfare & Tranquility, by their great 
and unwearied Fatigues and Labours to 
promote them, as that Men may intirely 
confide in their Integr grity & W | 
This is the declared gracious End of Ma- 
giſtracy; He is the Miniſter of God to thee 
For Good. Next to the ſweet Airs and 
8 Breathings of the Goſpel i it ſelf, where Arn 


© have we a kinder, or more ſignificant vans, Mr: 


Heow come 


: Diſcovery of God's goodWill to Men 2 mens on 
© Here we are to ſtay and wonder, not Word. 
aſſent only, but admire, to behold the 
World in aRevolt, theDwellers on Earth 
_ © inArms againſt Heaven] Andthe Cour 
© ſels that are taken above, are how to ay 
c them Good. How God-like is this!” 


D YL 


Rom. 13. 


4 | 4 
8 F \ 12 
l. | 


Went; when = Enemy 15 coming in 
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It would be eafy for me, but ha * 


ſhould tranſgreſs upon your Time & Pa- 
-tience, to ſhow, both that the Good of 


the People was the Deſign of God in the 


Appointment of Magiſtrates,and alfo that 


this Deſign is very well anſwered by this 


Medium : that it is indeed much for the . 
People's Good that they are put in Sub: 


jection to the Power of the Magiſtrate ; 


that they are certainly more effectually 
ſecured of their Lives, Liberties & Eſtates, 
under the Direction & Reſtraint of Laws 
and Government, than they poſſibly could 
be without. For #if there were no King 
in Iſrael, every Man might do what 
was right in his own Eyes. A more un- 
comfortable State of Things,can't well be 
conceived. But I am obliged only juſt to 
touch upon Things; and ſuch as deſire 
do ſee theſe Things more largely diſcuſſed, 
Il muſt refer to the many excellent Diſ- 
c eourſesdeliveredontheſeOccaſions, which 
you have in your Hands. 


Tna Word then, Magiſtrates act the 
Part of Sbieldi, when they lay themſelves 
out to fave the Land, from Sin & Judg- 


like 
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like a Flood, Impiety 104 Prophaneneſ, 


Vice & Immorality of almoſt every Kind, 
heinous Violarions of both Tables of the 


23 


moral Law dreadfi ully prevail & threaten 


tobeardown all before them,even theDe- 


ſtruction of every Thing that is precious 
and valuable among a People. Thenthe 
Magiſtrate is a $hze/d, the Miniſter of God 


for Good, when heisaRevenger to execute 


Wrath on them that do Evil; as it may 


work the Good of the „ them- 
ſelves: Or, prove effectual for the God 


of others in the Community. This might 


| eſpecially be the Effect of the capital Pu- 


niſhment of bold & daring Tranſgreſſorsʒ 


tho they are cut off from the Land of the 


Living, others may hear and fear, and do 


no more any ſuch Wickedneſs : So a Stop 


putto theProgreſs andSpread of preſump- | 


tuous Tranſgreſſions; and the incenſed 


Wrath of God, who fits on the Throne ain the 
of his Holineſs, | his Wrath may be averted * Coen. 


from a People. 
But if after all chats Cans en 


for God and their People, Sin is arrived to 


ſuch an Height,as to reach the very Hea- 


| vens, and cry aloud for Vengeance, then 


D 2 | as 


As Election SER M O N. 


= ad hielt they ſtand in the Gapito ward 
I. off thoſe Calamities they ſee coming on 

* 1 theLand; as Moſes in that extraordinary 
on, 1 CaſehenGod! Wrath waxed hotagainſt 
=. Ifuel for the Sin of the Golden Calf,and 

3 he threatned to conſume them; and tells 
Moſes that if he would not interpoſe in 

1 the Matter, or not pray for them, he would 
FB make of him, i. e. Moſes,a greatWation ; 
how expreſs are the Words, Vow therefore 

let ine alone, and I will make of tbee a 
| © great Nation . Moſes immediately, like 
aa true Patriot, who prefers the Preſerva- 
| ä Happineſs of his People, beforethe 
. Advancementof his own Family, beſought 
the Lord his God, by humble and earneſt 
Prayer intercedes with God on their Be- 
half; & fills his Mouth with Arguments, 
even 00 as a Father would uſe, when 
pleading for the Fruit of. his own Bowels ; 


—— 
* n 


Exod, 55 Bool which thou haſt written, Tho he 
lad the greateſt Deteſtation of the Peo- 


ple's Sin, yet ſo ſtrong was his Deſire of 
their Welfare, that if he could not pre- 


vent their Deſtruction, he choſe not to 
ver. 10, Ieeit, but Was content to periſh with 


chem. 


I not, blot me, Ipray thee, out of thy 
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chem. Thus did he wreſtle with God in 


Prayer for his People, and would not give 


over, till God was graciouſly pleas'd to 


ate the Rigour of the Sentence, and 


repented of the Evil he tho't to do, and 
promiſes to go on with his kind Inten- 
tion of giving them the Land of Conaon. 


A bright and ene Faden for all 
| Magiſtrates E 


n Mupiffrates approve bee 
Shields, when the divine Government is 


their Model; ; and the Adminiſtration 


 isfram'd & conducted according to that. 


 Thusſaith the Lord, le nat the wiſe Man jap 


glory in his iaom 3 neither let the migh- 


44. 


ty Man glory in his Might ; let not "the 
rich Man glory in hisRiches : But let bin: 
that plorifieth, glory inthis, that be under- 
 Pandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord, which exerciſe Loving-kindneſs, : 
Fudgment & Righteouſneſs intheEarth ; - 


for in theſe Things do I delight, ſaith the 


- Lord.-- Moſt of theTitles of Magiſtrates x 


in the Scripture run into this : They are 


there called Bene factors, Paſtors or She- 


pherds, Fathers and nur ſing Fathers, An- 


Is ea, oy the gy: I have a6 


_” 


and Guardian yea Fathers of their Peo- 
— Ple, 
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ye are Gods,--All center in this, that they 
ſhould be the Shields & Protefors of the 
| Earth-- Both theirDignity and Duty may 
be argued from this; that the glorious 
God is pleaſed in hiscondeſcendingGood- 
neſcs, often to aſſume this Style& Character 
for his People, and calls Himſelf their 
Shield, 1. e. their H elp, their Protection 
and Defence. Accordingly, ſome con- 
ſtruct the Words of the Text, in the Ab- 
ſtract; and fay, it ſhould be thus, The |} 
| Prorecbion of the Earth belongs to God.-- 
What can be a greater Honour to Magi- - 
ſtrates? And what can be a moreforcible 
| Motive to their Duty? That thay may 
fill up their honourableCharacter,and be 
indeed, under God, the Protectors and 
Guardians of their People. Then will 
the moſt high God, Poſſe eſſer of Heaven 
ond Earth, be glorified) in them. and * 
1 chem. 4 


OS When 1 Princes or Chiefs of a 3 
ö ple, like thoſe inmy Text, are ſo ſenſible 
that they belong to God, and are appoint- 


ed by Him to 4 the Shields, Protefors, 


N Z 
ä ES 
Ae 3 2. ; 
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ple, on civil and religious Accounts, that 
when they are called together to tranſact 
the great and weighty Affairs of Govern- 
ment, they make Conſcienceof aſſembling 


together i in the Houſe of God, before they 
enter upon Buſineſs, to pay their Homage 


to the only univerſal Monarch of the 
World, acknowledging their abſoluteDe- 
5 pendance upon Him, for all that Wiſdom 
and Grace which is neceſſary for them, in 
order to a right Conduct in their high ” 
Station, a faithful and ſucceſsful Manage- 
ment of the arduous & important Affairs 


before them: Then it is that the glorious 


G dd our Saviour is greatly exalted. His 
Being, Perfections and governing Provi- 
dence are confeſs d and honour'd before 
the World-- With the fame Sentiments | 
and Diſpoſitions of Piety, I apprehend it 
Was that our Fathers began the Practiſe 
which through theFavour of Heaven, has 
continued to this Day : Upon the ſame 
Grotinds and Motives it is that the Heads 


of our Tribes are now before the Lord 


in his Houſe, to pay thei cir religious Ac- 
knowledgments to him, to ſeek his Face 
| and Favour with their whole Heart, to 


aſk 


27 


28 
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9 alk his Preſence, Conduct and Bleſſing, 
in the civil Tranſactions of the Day _ 
the Year before them, as well as to hear 
what the Lord our God has to fay unto 
them from his lively Oracles, by the: moſt 
_ unworthy of his Miniſters. ---Ard in this 
Way of waiting upon God, may we as in 
the Days of Old, obtain Ganal Inſtances 
| of his Favour, Grace, and Bleſling.--- 


And may the religious e e of 


this Day never degenerate 1 into an empty 
Formality, nor fink away into vain Flou- 
Tiſh, cold and lifeleſs Harangue upon Po- 


1 5 liticks- And here,our honouredFathers 


in the civil Government over us, ſuffer 
me, with allDeference and reſpectful Af- 
fection, to expoſtulate a little with you 
upon this Head; Why, my Fathers, Why 
ſhould it be bus once in a Year, that our 
Eyes are enlightned, our Hearts warm'd 
and animated, byyour jointPreſencewith 
us in the Houle of God, and the folemn 

_ inſtituted Exerciſes of *publickWorſhip . 
Sure Jam, there is not a more lovely, grace- 
 ful&comelySighton this Earth, than a re- 


ligious Aſſembly, or Congregationof Chriſ- 
tians devoutly ning in the Solemnities fu 


T of |: 
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of Worſhip, theirHearts mounting up to | 
Heaven on the Wings of divineLove,and 
_ ardent Aſpirations ; eſpecially, if theGo- 
vernours of aPeople,theirLegiſlators, their 
Judg es, and other ſubordinateOficers are 
aſſembled with them; while thoſe whoſe 
Part it is to miniſter in holy Things, are 
| waiting at the Altar, aſſiſting and leading 
in the ſacred Employments of the Place, 
ſuch as the pure Offerings of Prayer and 
Praiſe, and declaring the whole Counſel 
ol God Theſe are the Beauties of Ho- 
lineſ&-- Some Reſemblance, tho but faint 
and imperfect, of the General Aſſembly 
of theChurch triumphant inHeaven, Au- | 
gels and Arch--Angels, Cherubim andSe- ba her: 
 raphim, who fall on their Faces before the iche 
Throne, and worſhip God, ſaying, RuEN : 
Bleſſing, & Clory, & Wiſdom,& Thankſ- 
giving, & Honour, Q Power, & Might, 
be unto our CO for ever Sever, AMEN, 
With that great Multitude which noMan 
can number of all Mations, &c. clothed 
with whiteRobes & Palms in their Hands, 
who have gotten the Viftory, and having 
the Harps of GOD, they ing theSong of 
wary the der van LY GD * the Song 


8 


8 
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0 57 theLamb, , ſay ng 95 Great and marbeb 


lou are thy Works, Lord GOD Almigh- 


Jud & true are thy, ays,thou King | 
0 Sa. Who ſhall not fear thee, O 
Lord, and glorify thy Name : For thou 
only artHoly : For all Nations ſhall come 
ons worſhip before thee ;, | 

ments are made manifeſt orthy is the 
Lamb that was : 
and Riches, & Wiſdom, & Strength, and 
| Honour ,&Glory& Bleſſing-Let methen, 
honour d Sirs, frambly' invite your Attenx 
dance with us, as often as the Exigencies 
of the State will admit. I can aſſure you, 
tis from a ſincere Regard to the Honour 

of God, the ſupremeRuler, the Reputation 
ofReligion,as well as of your Adminiſtra- 
tion, and the good of m Country, that I 

have mentioned this. If it is a Weakneſs 
in me, let it paſs for ſuch, and forgive me 
Vet have I delivered my own 
_ Soul--Wearetold that on one of theSum- 
mitsor Hills in Zion ſtoodthe Temple, & on 
H. _ ortheBtateFTouſe 


Plain, to receive Power, 


or thy Judg- 
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Weal, that ſhould be between them. 


As J am thus inſenſibly fallen into the 


practical Part of) my Diſcoure 1 ſhall 80 
on and ſay, 5 
I. From hat hor been fwd We may 1 
fairly collect, that civil Government i 7s. to 
be rank d with our greateft Mercies ; yea, 
tis a cardinal Bleſſing,upon which, under 
God, all our temporal Happineſs doet in 
1 grearM, eaſure turn, in the preſent dege- 
nerateòtate of Mankind.-- And we 
tians are to conſider it in this Light, asa 
Part of that Glory which belongs to out 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator: He hay- | 
ing the Kn n of the Kingdom 
of Providence put into his Hands, = ſo 
the Government of che moral World, and 
of Men in particular. Herein theGoody 
neſs & Grace of God are marvellouſſy diſ- 
played towards a revolted World, in his 
forming us into Societies; & his Concern 
for thePreſervationof chem, liel appears 
in his preſcribingRules for them. Asſome 
bobſerve, the moral Law conſiſts but of ten 
Precepts, and there are moreof themde- 
ſign d for the Support of human Society, 
5 than for theHopour of eee I _ 
1 0 E 2 Tor. 


; hrit- 


| | 
|) 
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hs theRights of God, & ſix for the Ri ghts 
of Mem And this World would be a Ker 
of Paradiſaical State, did Men but obſerve, 
| whattheGoodneſs of God has preſcribed, 
for ſtrengthning the Sinews of human 
Society. And for the further Security or 
it, he has appointed Magiſtrates to be 
Sb of the Earth, in his abundant 
Goodneſs. For if there was no Goyern- 
ment, noMan would be ſafe under hisoẽn 
Vine and Figtree: The World would be 
turned into a Den of wild Beaſts preying 
Haben 14, upon one another ; Men would be as 
the Hiſbes f the Sea, becauſe they have 
no Ruler over them, the greater devouring 
the leſs. Private Diſſemtions would break | 
out into pax Diſorders, and dreadful £ 
Confuſion. | | - 

' Surely then, Magiiraty; or civil 80 
vernment, is an invaluable Bleſſing, and 
calls for our admiring adoring Thankful- 
neſs, eſpecially if, in Addition to thoſe 
other Mercies, we conſider that which 
muſt raiſe our Gratitude to the God of 
all Grace & Comfort; I mean, the great 
and ſingular Benefit by the Shields of the 
K the Pr otection of our — : 

85 bertiesg. 
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perde that we may ſerve &worſhip God 
according totheDictatesof our Ins rs 


ciences, inform'd by the Word & Spirit of 
all Truth, without any to compel or os = 


ſecute us. 


Which leads me to 47 how Seel : 
ing thankful it becomes us tobe, that we 
are exempted from the Miſeries of deſpo- 
tick and arbitrary Government; and are 

among the diftingmſh'd Subjects of the 
Crown of Great Britain, and the happy | 


Conſtitution of the civilGovernment that 


has obtained there; a Conſtitution, in 


” which the Prerogative of the Prince, and 


the Liberty of the Sub; ect, are ſo wiſely 


temper d and adjuſted; that no Nation 


can be more happy than ours, where the 
Balance is ſteadily maintain'd between 
them, 1. e. theSovereign's juſtDominion, 


and the People's true Liberty.-- And 


bleſſed be God, theForm of Government 


among our ſelves, is conſtituted after the 
ſame Model; and thoſe that rule over us, 


are from among our ſelves, who are ten- 


derly affected to us, and are conſtantly 
ſeeking our Good & Welfare. Here, the 


Source of Juſtice, and thedeat of of Juke 


4 e i | ment, 


. ever he v 
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ment, are a ſure Sanctuary from all In- 
juſtice and Oppreſſion: Their Honour, 
their Intereſt; and their All, are embark'd ß 
in the ſame Bottom with that of their 
People; and they are Men that fear God 
* Honour the King. 3 
Now I think Juſtice obliges me ta do 
this publick Honour to my native Coun- 


try, as to declare to theWorld, that every 


rome Son of N England, has his 

Heart fiill 'of the highPraiſes of God, the 
moſt high God, who ruleth in theKing- 0 
doms of Men, & giveth them to whomſo-; 
ill ; that a Proteſtant King now | 

fills theBriziſh Throne, & that by our Laus 

fo effectual Proviſion is made, that the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion may abide before 
God for ever, by eſtabliſhing it in the il- 
luſtiousHouſe of Hanover. We eſteem 
it a ſingularBleſſing, that we have aKine 
who has eminently ſignalized his Zeal for 
the general Intereſt of the ProteſtantRe- 
5 e and for the endanger dLi- 
berties of Europe, by his Counſels and Al- 
liances, as well as a expoſing his Perſon 
in the Fatigues & Hazards of theField.-- 


— the — — of Liberty may 


Ae 
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abways expect to find in him a powerful 5 
Shield, Defender and Patron, at Home 5 
and Abroad. Therefore we ſay, Let the 
King liue for ever; who has always made 

the Laws and Statutes of the Realm, the 

3 Rule and Meaſure of his Government; the 

Wiſdom, Equity & Mildneſs of whoſeAd- | 

miniſtration, have juſtlyendear'd him and 

— his Family to all his Loyal Subjects In 

3 Way at any T. ime has this been ſo vi- 
ſiible, as in the preſent univerſal Mourning 
and Diſtreſs, diffuſed thr our Nation, and 
Land; on Account of that awful Frown 
1 Heaven upon us, in the ſudden, ſurpriz- 
ing Death of that moſt amiable and ex- on March. 
cellentPrince, His lateRoyalHighneſs the 5 Ok Nh 
Pix CE or War ts.-—And alth6 we have As. . 
already in ſolemn Form, our Governours 

5 themſelves, at the Head of the Train of 

Mourners, been doing publick Honour to 
the Memory of the beloved Fee n 5 
th we have ſeen the ſacredDeſk in fable 
Attire, and have heard ourPulpits utter- 
ing the Sighs and Groans of an obliged 
_ People, on the ſorrowful Occaſion. Ver, ES 
give me alſo Leave to pay my A. 

* bute of — in the Preſcnceof all 

(go n the- 
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the- Lord's People, i in their Collective and 
Repreſentative Body. So great, extenſive 
and inexpreſſible al of to us, ſuch aShock | 
to the Throne it ſelf, can never be too 
much, nor enough lamented by us. -- 
As I wing avoid Repetition, &c. 
I Iſhallonly obſerve; f He was ſo accom- 
pliſh da PRINcx in all Reſpects, that he 
was the Darling of the Nation; fo raiſed 
were their Expectations from Him, that 
under his Conduct they hop d to ſee the 
Glory of Great Britain riſe to it's utmoſt 
Height, by his appearing at the Head of 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and holding the 
Balance in his Hand, and fo. - ig 
mining the jarringlntereſts, and unſettled 


: | | | __ Aﬀairs of the ſeveral Princes and States of 
Europe. His Piety and Purity, parti 
cularly his conjugal Vertue, were ſo con- 


| {picuous, as would have rendered him II- 
luſtrious in lowerLife, and in his exalted 
Station made him the Delight & Admi- 
ration of all, as a ſhining Exemplar toall 

Princes, andall inſuperiour Circumſtances 
 ofLife;in a World that lies in Wickedneſs, 
and an Age of Licentiouſneſs,—-Though 

. 3 yet — 5 humble & condeſcending, 

8 tender 
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tender and beneficent, and eaſy of Acceſs 
to all: And his Charity, that yy 
Grace, crown'd all his Greatneſs. 


Prince reſembles the bleſſed God in no 
Perfection more than in his communica- 


tive Goodneſs. The Aboriginals of Hou- 


— ſoutomc will ſubſeribe to this,-—- I ſhall 


only add, there is one Thing I may not 


omit, which more immediately concerns 
-us in this Part of the World : We are 


well aſſured from good Authority, that 


the Prince had the Intereſt of the Britiſh 
- Colonies in America much atHeart ; that 
be expreſs d a ſtrong Affection for them, 0 
and a great Concern & Indignation at 
the Encroachments made & endeavour- 
ing to be made, by our reſtleſs and am- 


bituous Neighbours, the great Diſturbers 
of the Peace, not only of Europe, but of 


* 


each Quarter of the Earth. This ſhould a. Dr. 


8 fill us with the ſincereſt ſorrowfulReſent- 


Bates ex- 
preſies it 


ment of the public Loſs, in this Seaſon of nee 


Occaſion; 


© Grief that overſpreads three Kingdoms, the Death 


c with their Dependencies. 


But I muſt reſtrain | my ſelf; the al © 
i God is done ; and it is always directed 
5 infinite Wiſdom, and 1 is the Rule of 


| = | Goodneſs. 


Queen 
a 25. 
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Goodneſs. Men Clouds and Darkneſs 


are round about Him, Righteouſneſs and 


Pfal. 9. 2 


Wy omen are the H. abitation 4 is 


Throne. 


Now, may the G0 of all ade ard | 


5 Conſolation, graciouſly vouchſafe all ne- 
ceſſary Supports to his Servant our Sovꝝ- 


REIGN, and his Royal Fawirv, under 


ttzhis heavy Stroke; and in a very parti- 
cular Manner to her Royal Highneſs the 


PRINCESS OE Wals, and = Royal 


Offspring, who are moſt ſenſibly and ten- 


derly affected with this dark Diſpenſation. 
And may it be truly ſanctified to them 
all; that in their high Stations in Life, 


| they may glority that God, in whoſe. 
Hand theirBreath is, & whole are all their 


Ways : And verily, tis no ſmall Part of 


” ourHappineſs underhisMajefty'sGovern- | 
ment, that there are ſo many living and |} 


hopeful Branches of the Royal Family, as 


give us the moſt pleaſingProſpect of thoſe 


two important Bleſſings, the Reformed |} 


Religion, and our Civil Liberties, being 


lafely trahſmitted to ſucceeding A ges. 


May God preſerve the Lamp which he 
Has ordained tor his Angus, the now 


Heir 
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| Caſe during thePrince'sMinority, his pre- 


ſent Majeſty ſhould be called to change a | 


5 fading, for an immortal Crown. And may 


the whole Nation, all Ranks and Orders X = 
Men there, amidſt their external Shaws of 
Mourning, have their Hearts impreſs d, 


and humble themſelves under the might 


Hand of God, and a juſt Senſe of their 
Sins, the procuring Cauſe of this diſtreſ- 


ſing Providence; and be awakned to 
univerſal Repentance and Righteouſneſs. 
We have a parale|Caſe 1 in the ſacredRe- 


| cords; A People mourning the Death of a : Con. 
wu.iſe c good Prince. V ben Jeremiab and 


a Fudah and Feruſalem lamented for 


 Fehah :-- Which the Prophet refers to. 1 
And let us all unite in humble & earneſt . 


Prayer, that the graciousPromiſe annex d, 


which reſpects the glorious Times of the 
Goſpel, may be now accompliſhed. 1 
will pour upon the Houſe of David, and 
en the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, the 

piritof Grace and of $ upplication ; and 


20 ſpall look upon me whom they have 
— 2 — f 


Heir apparent to the Crown ; dite and | 


govern in hisEducation,and theAppoint- 
ment of a Regency, which God avert, in 


£44 
& 
KY 6.24 


5 equal Claim and Right to be obeyed by 
every Subject. I fay again, Magiſtrates 
are 0 8 e eee eee to defend 


and 
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pierced, and they ſhall mourn for Ns 
one mourneth * his only Son, and ſhall 


be in Bitterneſs for him, as one that is in 
Bitterneſs for his Firſt- born. In that 
Day ſhall there be a great Mourning in 
Jeruſalem, as the Mourning of H ada- 


amen, in the Valley of Megidao. 


II. The next Thing my Subject leads 4 

me to, is to urge that great. Chriftian TD 

Duty of Submiſſion to Magiſtrates .; or, 

the People's Duty to their Rulers.--- 

| Submiſſion to Magiſtrates is a moral Duty, 

according to the Law of the fifth Com- 

mand,& of perpetualObligation. As they 

are God' sVicegerents, or Repreſentatives, 

and act by Authority from Him, for the 
publick Safety and Happineſs; and as the 

People have made Choice of them for 
this very Purpoſe; they have an undoubt- 

* 80 Right to be obeycd in all their Laws 
and Orders, not repugnant to the Com- 
mands of God. As every Subject has a | 

Right or Claim to be protected by the 


ber ; ſo the Magiſtrate has an 


. : | | ; | | : | 5 Fj” JP . 
El io ae , oy. a Re i Rn 
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f and protect their People, and to guard their 


Properties: for theirown Sakes therefore, 


4 


and for the common Good, the People - 


are obliged: to reverence and honcurcthe 


- Rulers, to maintain the Eſteem & Credit 5 


of their Adminiſtrations, both by Words 


and Actions; to aid and aſſiſt them with 
their. Perſons and Purſes, to: ſupport their 


Authority, prevent and ſappreſs all pub- 


lic Diſturbances and ſeditious Attempts. 


They are to be Shields tofus, and we muſt 


be Shieltls to them. Chriſt himſelf was. 


no Enemy: to Gz/ar, dt toGovernment z 


no, far otherwife, as is abundantly evi- 
dent, by his extraordinary Care to expreſs 
his ready Submiſſion to it, paying Tribute 
Himſelf, and .commanding his Diſciples 


15 alſo to do it; Render deere 20 Ceſar Matt, 22. 


theThings hs areCeſars, and toGod the 


Things that are Gads. And the Apo Mftle 


adds, Fear t0 whom Fear, H. — Rom. 13. 


Honour is due. In ſhort,, He is no Friend 
to the Chriſti anReli gion who! Is nee 
to Mag giſtracy. 3 81701 

Leet us then, asChaiity endl 
is a Debt, which we owe to Magiſtrates, 


as nen as the art of Mankind, inden of 
. e 


7. 
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ö alten and revilie gt "RO pity them 


under their Burdens, and pray heartily 


for them; this is the only Compenſation 
maſt of us can make them, for their Pains 
and Labours, in the Servi 


vice of their COun- 
try. As they are God's Miniſters, attend 


ing continually upon this very Thing ; let 
us continue inſtant in devout and fervent _ 


Prayer for them: Then may we ratio- 


mall y hope that greater Bleſſings will be ü 


1, 2,3. 


conferred on them and us. I exhort 
therefore, thas firſt of all, Supplications, = 
Prayers, Interceſſions, & giving of Thanks * 


be made for all Men: For Kings, and all 


that are in Authority ; that we may lead 
à quiei aud peareableLife i in allGodlineſs | 


ant Honeſoy': For this is good. & accep- 


rabl in the Sight of God. our "roars 
Wange 1 gniſh, 1 mult ; again with great Y 


N Reſpo8 and Vaneo addreſs our Fa- 


thers in the Civil Government; His 
Ho Nou our preſent 8 in 
Chief, and the Honourable His Majeſty's 
Sour L for the Province, and the Ho- 
aourable Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES. 
And — melt to do ĩ it in the Words of 
uri e * 


* . 
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Infpiration on Ariſe goPrivces,and anoint 
the Shield. i. e. Exert your Selves with 
freſh Vigourand Alacrity, i in diſcharging 


+ 
13 


Ifa. 21. 5. 


the ſeveral diſtinct Services aſſign d you 15 


by the 
knowing that under God, you are ſet 1 

1 che Deſence & Protection of the Land. 
M l.oyre particularly, in the firſt Place; 
As Decency and Duty oblige, I muſt 
direct the Addreſs to his Honour, whom 
GOD and the KING has advanc'd to the 


firſt Chair of Government among us: 
the GOVERN OUR, 


- (while His Excellency 
is employ'd at a Foreign Court, expos'd 


to unknown Fatigues and Hazards, for 
-the Defence of the Country, againſt the 


5 unreaſonable Eneroachments of our in- 


faitable and aſpiring Neighbours. May 


Heaven preſerve him, and amplyReward 


him 4ll his Labours of Love for this Peo- 


ple, even an H undred-fold i in thisWorld, 
and in that ables: is W Come "Ov Eur 


| lafting * 


ſtitution of onr Government, 


| Your Halen is | fonſible, chat your 


zortunities and Obligations to ſerve 


13 larged, as A are placed at the Head of 


3 


ooh and your Country, 'are greatly en- 


der che Weight of the public Cares 


5 1 
a * 
IF wwe 
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— : | 
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our SnIEL Ds, by thatGOD to whom vou 
belong, and ok. you. deſire to ſerve : 
And, I am perſwaded, tis your ſincere 
Deſire and honeſt Endeavour, to make us 
A a happy People, by a vigorous Proſecu- 


tion of every Thing that has a Tendency 
to promate. our civil & religious Intereſts. 
ily ſympathize with you, Sir, 


and you have our earneſt Prayers to the 
Father of Lights, and God of all Grace, 


that he would furniſh & enable you more | 


and more, to a wile and faithful, as well 
= ſucceſsful Diſch urge of t 
Truſt devolyed upon you : : 1 chat he | 
would think upon you for Good accord- 


ing to all that you have d done, or Aare t to 
& for this his People. 
_ Your Honour will give me e Leave n now 
to condole with you, as on the Account 


5 1 that great public Loſs in the Deathof 


the Parncs, 10 alſo with Reſpect to your 
own particular domeſtic Sorrows.--Your | 
Royal Maſter and your Self being thus 
far in like Circumſtances, mourning for 


an elder Son, if not a Firſt-born. May 
the laſt Words of David, the Man who 


was raiſed up on lig 4 the Add of 
the God of Jacob, bo read by- both, His 
| Majeſty and your Honour, attended with —_ 
a divine Power: The Spirit of the Lord 325 23. 
ſpake by me, and his Word was in my 
: ane The Cod of Iſrael ſaid, the Rocꝶ 
of Iſrael ſpake to me, He that ruleth over 
Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of 
God: And he ſhall be as 1255 Light of the 
M. orning, when the Sun riſeth, even a 
Morning without Clouds; as the tender 
Graſs ſpringing aut of the Earth, by 
clear ſhining after: Rain. And as the 
Cloſe of all; Altho' my Houſe be not ſo 
with God, 7 has be 5 with me an 
> querlaflia 90 ovenantorderedi in allThings 
and ſure; for this 1s all my Salvation, 
and all my Dae, Fes alths bd RAKE it not 


zo een 7 


5 Lon Lan in the next Place, with all proper 
| Regard and Submiſſion, to apply myſelf 
to theHonourable HisMajeſty'sCouncir, 
and the Honourable Houſe G Rees 
SENTATTV ES. e = 
Gentlemen, When you 2 any: of a _ 
the > Miniſters of Religion, to bear a Part 
11 G.- in 


— - ö — — —— ͤÉ——U—U 444%. 
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in the Solemnities of thisDay ; ; Iprefume, 
what you expect, is what I now propoſe, 
in the Name and Fear of GOP, and by 


0 bis Help, Di. To lay before you the 


Counſels of Heaven, relative 'to your 
Conduct in your public Capacity, this 
Day, and at all Times. --- Happy 


would it be for you, ny bonouredPathers, 7 
and for your People, if your Hearts were 
deeply impreſs d with the awful Tho't ; 


GOD flandeth in theCongregation of the - 


Mighty, and judgeth among the Gods.--- 


Do all you can that it may be ſo; then 


will you enter upon and go thro the pub- 
lie Buſineſs with Comfort & Satisfaction 
in your own Minds, and your People wil! 


| have Occaſion to rejoyce with you, and 


ſay, G0 D is in the midſt of us of aTruth.. 


To be more particular : : The Liberty 


and Priviledge, which we enjoy by Virtue 
of the Royal CHAxTERNand which thro? 


the Favour of an indulge 
we. are to this Day in the Exerciſe of, 1 
mean the Election of [Perſons ito be of 


ent Providence, 


Council to His Majeſty, is a leading Ar- 


ticle, and of ſuch viſt Moment and Im- 


. that on che wiſe & faichful Im- 


e 


ha 
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provement of it, the Happineſs of this 


People does in a great Meaſure depend; 
eſpecially, if we conſider the great and 
general Influence they have, in the State, 

in the Church, and in their Relation to 

the College: May we never be made to 


know the Worth of it, by ſuch an Abuſe 


47 


as ſhall occaſion the Lok of it. Let the 


Affair then lie with its proper Weight 1 
the Mind of every One concerned i in the 
Elections before you. Suffer none to 
trifle and play with a Point of fo ſerious 
a Nature. And may God help you all 
to act with a conſciencious u n 3 * 
remembring you belong to God ; in this 
very Affair, you act under Him, by Power 
derived from Him; therefore are obliged 
to act for Him, i. e. "fois his Glory and the 


Good of your People : and to Him you 


muſt another Day render an Account of 
your Temper, Principles & Conduct this 


Day. Conſult then the unerring Oracles 


of God, and they will be your Directory: 
there you have ſpecified the Qualificati- 


ons of the Men who are fit for Rule and 


Government; and you are charged to 


a ſuch: Thou ſhalt provide out of ! Exod. 15. 


G. 2 2 12 


Cs. 
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all the People, able Mien, ſuch as fear God, 


| 1Cron. 12. 


e 


Men of Truth, hating Coveteouſneſs, and 


"Hows; i Place ſuch over them. Take ye wiſe Men 


and underſlanding,& Fun among your 
Tribes, and I will make them Rulers over 
you. Men that have underſtanding of the 
Times, to know what Iſrael ought to do. 


Here, my Fathers, you ſee the Men you 


are to look out for, and chooſe to be our 
Shields. | Wretched would be our Caſe 
indeed, if there were not a SHield to be 


found among fortyThouſand in our Iſrael. 


Thanks be toGod, without any vain Boaſt- 


ing, we may ſay, that we have a goodly 
Number of ſuch.] They muſt be Men 
ol Capacity, wiſe and underſtanding, i.e. | 


Who know the World, Men and Things; 
the Conſtitution, che civil and religious 


Intereſts of their Country; of a Genius 


for Government, of real, exemplary Ver- 


tue and Religion; of inflexible Integrity, 
who dare to be honeſt in all Times; act, 


vote and adviſe, agreable to the inward 5 


Sentiments of their Souls, in every Caſe; 


undaunted by Frowns on one Hand, ES 
and Clamours on the other; not of a 


” mean and ſordid, aſh & cy Spirit, 


but 


eee, Wa „6 ». at — D 
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but of a truly generous and public Spirit: SY, 


In a Word, Men who are known to be 


ſuch, tried Men, and generally approved | 
of. Theſe are the SHields of the Land, 


or moſt likely to be ſo, and they. belong | 
to God in every Senſe, are Men after his 

own Heart. Theſe are the Men that will 
honour their Country, as well. as their 5 


1 own Character. 
A Shield was an 3 Wears, 


none more ſo: therefore when Solomon 
would ſet forth theHonour of hisMajeſty, 


and the Glory and Magnificence of his 


Kingdom, this was one Way, three Hun- 
dred Shields of t beaten Gold, were made, 


and depoſited in the hu of the Fire. | 


King. 10. 
17.— 14. 
20, 27.— 


But, alas afterwards the Shields of Gold 
were taken away, & replac'd with Shia/d 


of Braſs --- A moſt unprofitable Tranſ- 
mutation The God of Abraham g graci- 


ouſly grant, that his People: in this Land 
may never experience 8 analogous Ys 


e chn ! 
| And when tbe Legiſlature 1 is 5 


wt you enter'd on the Affairs of thePro- 


vince that demand your Attention ; may 
that Sp. who 8 WW er 10 the 
41 Wiſes 


* 2 
S 


88 


= 7 ie, and X nowledoe 70 2 that Enous 
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Underſtanding, be with you ; His Light 


ſhine on your Path, and make your Way 


plain before you; unite you in Senti- 


ments and Endeavours to advance, protec 


and ſecure the civil and religious Intereſts 


of this People: And in all your Debates, 
may true Benignity of Mind, that amiable 
Quality, which adorns all other Accom- 


lithments, facilitates and expedites all 
Bu ineß be maintain'd and cultivated a- 
Tong you u. As you are our Shields, by 


the Defignation of God, and Power de- 


rived from Him; all theRules'of Equity, 


Decency and Honour, conſpire to oblige 
Fou to act up to the Dignity of ſuch a 
Character. Let the perfect Rectitude of 
the divine Adminiſtration be your Stan- 
dard & aſpire after the neareſt Conformi- 
5 ty to it; that you may be the Protectors 


of the Injar” d an dOppreſſed, and public 


Benefactors to Mankind. Let therefore 


the Word of God be the Man of your. 


Counſel ; there are the beſt Maxims of 
true Policy, and heavenly Wiſdom. 
In ſhort, conſider your ſelves as - the 


Min in Mere ih God 2 Grd 70 us ; Exert 


your 
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your Wiſdom and Authority then, to free 
the Land of thoſe Sins which are a Re- 
- proach to any People, and to promotethat : 
ee e which will. exalt them :-- 
That Iniquity' abounds among 15,and the 
Loveof God & our Neighbour waxes cold, 
is not to be denied. Not only ſoiritual 
Wickedneſſes, as Pride, Hatred, Malice 
and Revenge, Envyings, and ſuch like, 
malignant Paſſions, as well as the Spirit 
of this World: But alſo more open and 
ou Immoralities; as moſt bord Pro- 
phanations of the great and tremendous 
ee of GOD,and of: thatwiſe & happy 
Inſtitution of the Lozy's-Dav, Unrigh- 
tecurſneſs & Diſtoneſty, Uncleanneſs, In- 
temperance, Idleneſs, Gaming, Lying &. 
which bes natural & moralCauſality, will 
bring down: the Vengeance of God on the 
Tank evenExterminatingJudgments;un- 
leſs the Shields place themſelvesin the Gap, 
2s a firm immoveable Bank, to oppoſe 
© the \Doxrent : Þ \Particularlyyo reftrain the 


fo . Legiſlature at 

Home ; an Evil-this;ſo big with Miſchiefs, 
that it well deſerres a Parliamentary Con- 
Aderation. — — 55 Another 


> 


52 


An Elan S ERM ON. 


Another T hing worthy your Attention 
zs, how to prevent Injuſtice and Oppreſ- 
ion in the preſent critical na 
ef our Affairs. 


Here, e think myſelf handy, 


Hits I am excus'd from a Topick, which 
for many Years, has taken up great Part 
of the Sermons. on this Occaſion : I mean, 

. the tragical Complaints of an Iniquitous | 
Medium; and that Lam now to Con- 
gratulate my native Country, that thro' 
the ſpecial Favour of GOD in hisgovern- | 

ing Providence, you are delivered from a 
Load of Debt, which would have been too 
. any for you or your Children to bear. 

411 And may it not be ſpoken to the Ho- 
nur of he Legiſlators: : 

74 Years) fl miſtake not, that they have in 

the moſt mature and deliberate Manner, 

been conſulting & endeavouring to bring Es 
into Seeg, a Method for uſing and 


of the three laſt 


1mproving this great. Bounty of Heaven, 


as a Means of extricating the Wan 
. from that Injuſtice, Pe Hlexi - 


lexity & Con 
ſion in Trade and Dealing, which ; are the 
neceſſary and unavoidable Conſequences 


of an uncertain, þ ne Medium. 


9 
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a A 'falſeB alas is Abomination 70 the Lord; 
But a juſt eight is bis Delight. May the 2 rk 
_ righteous Lord Himſelf, who /overhRigh- = 
'  reouſneſsfacceed and render effectual the 

Endeavours of his Servants, and ſtill di- 
rect & incline your Hearts to every Thing, 5 
according to his Will, that may be further 
neceſſary for the Eftabliſhment of Righ- 
teouſneſs among us.-- And may the Your . 
17 50,appear in theAnnals of Vew-Eng- 
land, with bright Characters of Diſtinction, 
ec uoen as the Year of Jubilee. --- May the 
5 public Faith be a ſacred Point with you: 
if that be gone all is gone with a People. 
Three Hundred Shields of beaten Gull 

. will availlus nothing 1 in ſuch a Caſe.-- 

Once more, uy Fathers, let me en- 
treat you, as Shields, to exert your Au- 
thority to promote and maintain the un- 
corrupted Purity of the Religion of Jr sus 
Cnxklsr among us. Not that you, ay = 


more than the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


have Dominion over our Faith, 


may be Helpers of our Foy.-- "Tis in your 
Peocwer greatly to befriend this our moſt 
valuable Intereſt. -- Underſtanding the 
true Intere ſt of practical Chriſtianity and 
8 . Holineſs, : 


yet Both 
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. Holineſs, bend your main Force & Cate 
ww Encourage and ſtrengthen that. -- 
Support & cheriſhSchools o Learning, ec 

pecially the College, whichGod has made 

bo fich 4Bleſling to theLand;that it may 

; Rill-ahfiver theEnd of its Fotitllition ,and 

5 be a Seminary of Learning & Godlineſs. 

The Churches of Chriſt in the 8 : 

and their Kithful Paſtors, look to you as 

their Sherlds & Protectors under Chriſt; 

and leave it with you to determine, he- 4 

ther the preſent State of Things does not 
. vequite a articular Care about them. 
After al , ny venerable Fathers, Re- 
memember you are but Enrthen Shields. 

Tho' you are dignified with the Title of 

Gods among Men, yet you muft die like | 

Pſalm 82. other Men, & Fall lite one of the Princes. 

7 And at laſt, in chat great & dreadfulDay, 
which Shaltring upon all Fleſh, you muſt 

appear before the enlightned Tribunal of 

God, the Judge of all, to render an Ac- 


count of your Stewardſhip po according to 


4 


ken 5. that Viſion; And L Jaw the Dead, ſmall 


» 3d great, Rand before God; and the 


Books were opened ; and another Book 
was phoned mich? 16 ep ook wY Life : and 
the” 


4s he 8.26.90 5 
tbe Dead were Judged, out of thoſe Things 


which were written in the Books,according 
70 their Works. ---Carry this Tho't with 
you into every Affair; and may it influ- 
ence you to all F idelity. --Then will you 
be as the Mountains that bring Peace, 
| and the Hills that produce Righteouſneſs P7123. 
70 tbe People. Then will it be ſaid to YOU, As Pfl. 
Fear not Abram : ] am thy bield, andiibß . 
exceeding greatReward. nd atthe final 
c Judgment, you will hear the bleſſed Euę ge 
3: ig the Mouth of CHRIS your Te, 
Well done good & faithful Servant,thou 
haſt been faithful in a few Things, Iwill 
make theeRuler over many Things; enter 


thou into the Toy of thy Los. 


FT 55 Addreſs to the Miniſters i 18 ſuper- 


ſeded by the Sermon expected e | 
| from a Mafter i in Hrael. 


5 © ban en laſtly, I ads apply my 
ſelf to the whole Body of this People. 
Me are among the People of the G 

„% Abrabam; and are engaged by as ſo- 
lemn and explicit Covenant Tranſactions . 
as any People under Heaven, to walk be- 

1 fore God, and be perfect, or upright: But 
| _ —__—_ alas, 


ö 6 | 


Judg. 2. 
7 10. 
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alas, how deeply have we revolted from 


him ? Too much like that People ; And. 


ITfrael ſerved the. Lord all the Days of 
Toſhua,& theElders that tho bus. f 
But there aroſe another Generation that 


knew not the Lord, nor the Works which 


bie had done forlſrael. That great King, 
Vubo ſits on the Throne of his Holineſs, 


is awfully teſtifying his Reſentment of our 


Perfidy & Falſeneſs, in a variety of Ways; 


and will finally avenge the Quarrel of his 


Covenant; unleſs WE : ſpeedily repent and 0 


reform. 


Let us then cry mightily to God, for 


the plentiful Effuſion of his Spirit and 


Grace, on all Orders, Ranks & Ages of 
Men, to recover us tohimſelf; a. every 
one of us may feel the Plague of his o.] n 
Heart, ſmite on his Breaſt, and ſay, W/V bat 
Have I done ? Then Sevak off 2 Ges by 
| Righteouſneſs, and his Iniquities by turn- 


1 ing to the Lord. Let none be atEaſe and 


Reſt, till they have attained to a good 


: Hope thro” Grace, that ſuch a regenera- 


ting Change is paſs d upon them, and 


they brought to live unto God by Jeſus 
Chriſt. Ks ye the Sn be angry, 
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and you periſb from the Way. -- This is 


what muſt ſave us, as a People, and as 


Individuals.--Nor Magiſtrates, nor Mini- 
ſters will avail without it. Vot by [ig ht, 


rhe Lord of Hoſts. 


57. 


Zech. 4. 
* 


nor by Power; but by my Spirit JAP | 


Let me earneſtly inculcate two Parti- 
cular;with which is neceſſarily connected 
a general Reformation; they are, Family 


Religion and Brotherly Tons: Toa cri- 


minal Remiſneſs in F ds Worſhip, In- 
ſtruction and Government, as much as to 


_ dreadful Defection & Degeneracy in the 


riſing Age, that rudeneſs & diſſoluteneſs 
of + Mk manifeſtly prevalent among 


= any one Thing whatever, is owing that 


our Children and Vouth, which affords 8 


buta melancholy Proſpect of futureTimes, 
Faithfulneſs to God, your Country, and 


your Childr en, oblige to a conſciencious - 


Care for a Reformation in this Point: 
it would ſoon bring on a new Face of 


Things among us. Attend to the honour- 


able Teſtimony God gives to the Piety of 5 


85 Abraham,the Pacher Me the Faithful,and 


the Friend of God, in this very Caſe ; 1 


Gen, 


know him, that he wil command his Chili. ig. 


dren 
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adren & his Houſbold after him, & they 
| ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, to do 
Vahid, Judgment; that the Lord maß 
bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
—- ſpoken of bim. The next Thing is, Ler 
ll EG Brotherly Love continue; it is theCement 
* n ou Beauty of all Societies, the 
greater and the leſs; and an Emblem of 
Heaven, that Region of Light and Love, 
ö pure & diſintereſted. True Chriſtian Be- 
=_ nevolence is peculiarly incumbent on us 
nov; ſuch is theSituation of Things, that 
iĩt can never be more neceſſary.— Put on 
therefore, as the Elect of God, Holy and 
Beloved, Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, 
Humbleneſs of Mind, Meeknefs, Long- 
Suffering : ' forbearing one another, & for- 
giving one another : if any Man have a 
 Ruarrel againſt any; even as ke mm 
gave you, jo alſo ao ye. ory 


V Then ſhall our Righteouſneſs go 10550 as 
do Brightneſs, & our Salvation as a Lamp 
0 5 that burneth. Then will it be faid of us, 
EH - 29. Happy art thou, Oh Iſrael ; who is like 
Anto thee, Oh People, ſaved. by t the Lord: 
3 tze Shield 7 thy mw 


To Ei, 
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Jo conclude, L t us all pray earneſtly 
for the Enlargement of the Kingdom 
of CHRIS in the World, which ſome ſay, 
my Text is a Prediction of.--Let us urge 
the Fulfilment of that Prophecy: And 
it ſhall come to paſs in the laſ Days, that 
the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe ſpall 

be eflabliſhed in the Top of the Mountains, 
and ſpall be exalted above the Hills; and 
all Nations ſhall flow unto it. Then will 
be heard again that Voice, Praiſe our Gold, Rev. 19. 
all ye his Servants, and ye that fear 1 Mn 
both 3 ſmall & great; Alleluia: for the 
— e, e ee eee neth. M hich in 
HlisIimes HE will pn the bleſſed 1 Tim. 6. 

and only Potentate, the King of Kings, * 5 

and Lord of Lerds; i who only hath In- 

mortality, dwelling in the Light which no 

Man can approach unto ; whom no Man 

hath ſeen, nor can fee : To whom be He- 

nmour and Power Rverloling. „ 
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